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The Institute of Social Studies Trust, under the sponsorship of
united Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific, organized Legal Literacy camps for women in three Delhi
Colleges in December 1994. This report provides a description of
the camp proceedings, the rationale behind the manner the camps
were structured and an assessment of ISST's experience in organ-
izing these camps.
Holding these camps was one of the activities that ISST undertook
under the multi-country ESCAP project on 'Promotion of Legal
Awareness among Women', the other being organizing a National
Seminar ,on Women and Law at the India International Centre, New
Delhi _./(Cf. the companion volume, Proceedings of a National
se~~nar on Women and Law,-December 1994.).
We would like to put on record our deep appreciation for the help
and co-operation we received from the student volunteers and
faculty members in the three colleges where the camps were held.
In particular, we would like to thank ,Mr. Salman Hashmi, Princi-
pal, Dr. Sukrita Kumar, and Dr. N. Saxena Faculty Member at
Zakir Hussain College, Ms. Asha Singh of th~ Department of Child
Development, Ms. Archana ~umar, Faculty-member-in-charge of the
National Social Service- (NSSj and Dr'.Safindar Bajaj, Principal,
at Lady Irwin College; and Ms. Jaya Gupta, Principal and Ms.
Vandana Sinha of the Sociology-Department at Janaki Devi ~Mahavi-
dyalaya for their support ~nd assistance. The student.yolun-
teers, especially those involved in NSS activities, in all three
colleges, extended-enthusiastic co-operation in holding the
camps. The legal experts from the MUltiple Action Research Group
(MARG) who were the principal resource persons for the question-
answer sessions, the lawyers, legal experts and the police per-
sonnel who served as panelists in the various panel discus-
sions, Mr. Habib Tanvir and his talented group of artists who
kept the audienCe spell-bound, -- we owe a debt of gratitude to
all. We would like to thank UN-ESCAP, in particular Ms. Meena'
Patel, Director of the Rural and Urban Development Division at
ESCAP, for the grant that financed the expenses incurred towards
holding the camps.
Finally, the list will be incomplete unless I put on record the
thanks 1 owe to my enthusiastic and committed colleagues at ISST
who made working in a team, even under the most trying of circum~
stances, such a satisfying experience_ All of us worked pretty
hard in making a success of this project. However, I would like
to mention in particular Ira Singh, Adity Nandy and Pushpa Rani
for the effort they put in. For all of us at ISST, it was worth
all the effort.

f ~v 1f{Cvt~f~fyI~apna MukhopadhyJI
Director, ISST.



3/

~

--"-.'

<~

~

Summary Report and Conclusions
/

Annexure IV - List of ISST staff involved in
organization of the camps.



Three Legal Literacy Camps for Women were organized in three
Delhi colleges between 8 and 14 December 1994. These were as
follows:

Zakir Hussain College
Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg,
New Delhi - 110 002.

Lady Irwin College
Sikandra Road,
New Delhi - 110 001 .~J'
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.~

Janaki Devi Mahavidyalaya.
Ganga Ram Hospital Marg,
New Delhi - 110 060 .

.Each camp ~as attended by between 250 to 300 students and
faculty members .

-The rati6nale for holding the camps at colleges 'was two

- -~~ students (girls and boys: Zakir Hussain College lS a Co-educa-

.•.~ to take this knowledge to the communities they interact with.



womenis studies course at the undergraduate level (Janaki Devi
- //,.'



giving them direct access to the lawyers who were instrumental in
/:"

~ panels were drawn from a group of well~known practising feminist
~ lawyers, legal experts, activists, social commentators and repre-
~ sentatives of law-implementing agencies. The experts spoke on a
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known scholar-litterateur Prof. Sisir Kumar Das. It is a powerful
.//~/.,

commentary on the special vulnerability of women caught up in the
" -

plores the nature of gender discrimination in the context of

ling impact and 'Jamadarni' is cast in a lighter vein, both plays
succeed i~ delivering the message of indignities that women are
made to suffer in society in a very powerful •.._~11~Lc.~.nvincing

-'. . ."~.. ......-.- .!-; .".".!: .:;...,.;; •.• .:... '~'- ••

manner. These plays were used in the design of the camps primari-
t -~ ly for two -reasons. On the one hand they succeeded ln attracting
r~ and retaining student interest in the proceedings of the Camps.

~ ence, - certain common features characterized all the camps. The
r

~ iesponse received by ISST from the student community and the
~ faculty in all three colleges was uniformly enthusiastic, aI-
r
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forthcoming from the faculty and the student community~existing
infrastructural facilities in the colleges and such other fac-

/

/~~

* The strategy of accesslng college students to spread litera-,.: .

~~ cy in general and legal literacy in particular among local
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co~entary.
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forms to change the gender equations are pitted against heavy
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ZAKIR HUSSAIN COLLEGE
(Thursday, 8th December, 1994)

09.30 - 11.15 a.m. - Question-answer session on the Legal Litra-
cy Manuals distributed earlier to students
and faculty members.

11.15 - l2.00 p.m. - Staging of play 'Bagh' by Habib Tanvir's
- -/'-- group

SUndari Handa, Deputy Commissioner of
Police and Head of the Crime Against Women
Cell, Delhi Police.

- Staging of play 'Jamadarni'
Tanvir's group.

~' under the law emerged as an issue of concern. Access in turn
depends on both knowing about and being aware of the laws that



~ for laws 'irrelevance' in our lives today derives from the fact

in.·~thecase of ,the dowry law which prohibits not merely the
./ .



gender equality.
/.'"



LADY IRWIN COLLEGE
(Saturday, 10th December, 1994)

staging of play 'Bagh' by Habib Tanvir's
group.
A combined question-answer
the Leg~l Literacy Manuals
discussion on the social
affirmative law for women.

session on
and a panel
context of

Kirti Singh, Practising lawyer, Supreme
Court.

Abha- Joshi, MARG
See:ma Mishra_, MARG
Habib Tanvir, Theatre personality and

-social commentator.
Swapna Mukhopadhyay, Director ISS1':
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St?ging of play 'Jamadarni' by Habib
Tanvir's group.



~ Following this, a combine~ question-answer session and panel
~ discusslon was initiated. Panelists included Kirti singh, a

penalizes only the victims (i.e. the women involved in it) and~



j
this, Mr. Habib Tanvir pointed out that norms vary from society

5 poor are forced to perform. The basic problem is the poverty and

~ deprivation that drive young girls to this profession and the





JANAKI DEVI MAHAVIDYALAYA
(Wednesday, 14th December, 1994)

The programme ln Janaki Devi Mahavidyalaya was scheduled as
follows :

Question-answer session on
Literacy manuals distributed
students and faculty members.

the Legal
earlier to

staging of plays 'Jamadarni' & 'Bagh' by
Habib Tanvir's group
Panel Discussion.
Panelists: Jasjit Purewal

Abha Joshi
Seem.a Mishra_
Habib Tanvir
SWapna Mukhopadhyay

(SAKSHI)
(MARG)
(MARG)

The camp at Janaki Devi ~Mahavidyalaya was attended'by not



~ girls included the apathy displayed by the implementors of law,
'~ ,-

for ~xample the police. Incidences where even the Crime Against

~~. Report), and asked what to do if the police refuses to register
'-

~ of gender justice in Indian society into sharp focus. The panel

-~ discussion that followed started off with a heightened awareness.~.- ,



~ off the discussions with a description of the kind of work she is
r

~ involved In. In describing her work with 'Sakshi', she mentioned

~ statistics show that women are most at risk within their ownr

~/ families with as many as 80% of the girls and wom~n-she had
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1- Aditi Nandy

2 • Harpal Singh

3 • Ira Singh
/

4. PlJ.{hpaRani
/

5. --RamSingh

6. Rina Bhattacharya

7 . Salekh Chander

8. Seema Sharma

9. Shilu Ray

10. Swapna Mukhopadhyay
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students and faculty members at Zakir Hussain College
interacting with the MARG lawyers.

La,wyer Naina Kapur talks to do t stu ents, while thelrec or of ISST and D.C.P. police Ms, Nanda leok
21



The students of Zakir Hussain College attending
the camp ~ watch "Bagh."
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of Tanvir's group In acticr.
College.



The panelists ln the Lady Irwin C~llege.

I

LEGAL LITERACY fOR WDMEf\I

f ltJ a'a l' nlt at Lady In-Jin.A scene rom am Q r
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