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day, and operatAa in tociCl.y·S Kltbll&. Functions ot 1ndlv1duals

in respect ot intra-notu:eholdbeba vlour, oQcupat1on, Blur 1a~e,

social contact, 1nher1tance, edu.catlon etc. are clearly dell-

neated by convention. ~ocj;ll status 1&a compoundof caste,

wealth, ethnlc pur1ty, and the extent of t.tJG seclusion ot' women.

The last variable, the deliberate l1mitat1on ot contact 0-1' women

wlth the outslde world, 1&eBlu.!ated t irs t by a household DlOV 111&
c:a..pp~ t.o~~~caeL

up the status ladder, S&nskritlsatlon ••• & to nave iii '2 "'2
~oM.t.A 1.~ -.wl ~~ "-~ ;\.ca",-,~~ ~.l...fA
123* 1" till * 't'U'h •••• hi 2£ •••• 0;1•••
WO","1~1
.••••• _~ _ i•• 1••••• t .•• kesult.li -' ••• st., .••
• ,..tf!i\ e.e"., whlle for womenor the scheduled castes, agr1cul-

tural wa6e work. 1s a component 01' the traditional role ass 1&ned

to them. In the higher castes womentul1'U their traditlonal role

not by contrlbutiD& to the tamily income but by dlspJ.a.v106 keen

adherence to ritual in praye rs, r ltual1stic cook.1r1gsuperv is ion

or the household, trequent motherhood, 01' chlld-eare and demons-

tra t ive care ot the s ic k. and elde r 1y•

Famlly and ldnship override caste in the :M.1thlla area.

The ramUy ls the operational unit .for cult1vatlon vi land

(althougb ownershlp may be on an indivldual basls); the determina-

tion and performance of llle cycle rltes such as marr.1age, tertUl1

rites, death ceremonies; decisions relat1Dg to edu.cat1vn; miiarat.1oJ:

1n search ot employment etc. The head 01' the household 18 allllost

always a male patr 1Ilrch and in respect of many issues his authorit)

ls final.















































!hare 18 a s-u •• teril ot skille. artlsts wbo , •. Qllce

"er, few JlI.1D.t1D.&SiD. a .atb - •• rbaps oALl 1 01' 2. !hese

•.rtlsta are aware ot tbe saleaDll1t, of thelr P"cillot, .at

".18ot the o,portalV 1» aalra Qa10k •• , 01 1aoreasecl ,n"e-

t»a beCaIl•• of tilelr ooav1ctiM ttat artlstl0 1Ds,iI'atJoa ,eta
•,

dUutea tbnuab ."er-u ••

("1) .ABQpl ,araw"s {roll Ra~ a On tbe baals ot tha 1Dc_

earned 1D.197', tbe J8ar pre"lou to thl sllJ'"e" lt was atteapte4

to OOilputeaa a"era&e f 1&ll1"efor aJUllal eara1a&s froa pa1at1D.&a.

Bowe"r, 111"l.8wof the wlde dlspersal of the •• aple aoross

inoo_ class.s, an a:rltbaet1c a"ar~6e was couldereel a .1sleadlO&

indloator of lncomefroa palatinas. !be fraquencl dlstrlbtltlon

sbows that aanual eaminis fN. pa1D.t1a&sr&D&efro. Ba. 208 (01'

1.ss than Ra. 20 per month) to aore tban HI. 10,OQ) (or more th&a

Rs. 100 per aonth) •. ~st.1O pel" _ •.t of tbe l'8sponclenu 1'eport

earn1o&8 1n tbe r&D&eof Rs. 500-2000 ,er aDAD, wbUe 22 per

cent of the s.ple talls below Ra. 100. OWerS pel" •• at of tba

:reapoDdentsearn Is. 4,000 and abo"e tro. pa1D.t1A&saDl1uallJ.

These ti&ura•• ,.be oonaldezeGrepres.ntat!". of the

preseat slt\1&t1cll in 1978, sace there ba"a DOtbeen aD.Jaotable

abaDie. 11 tbe d_aa4 sltuat10n s1l_ 1m, tbe ,eal' ot atll"f81.

("11) i2.t!leamAMI sAEt ~ .&H!YM of!9M!£9~' Cu

lat1" ea:ra1n&sof WOMaart1sts s1l:loethe1:r earl18st particl,at!o

1a c__ rotal pa1Dt1n&also "ar, Ja a Vide raDl., Ra•• 0 to b. 1

~. B.~~ <9J ~ ~~ ~~~ '4-- ~
3l)



lakb. the popularit1 ot the artist, the n_~r of ,eara to~

vb1cb abe bas sold. her paiAt1o&a, tDt n•••• r of _rket 111&

chAnnels to wblab sbe baa e.ubl1ahe4 ao", •• are all 4etera1-

unts or total 1Mo... For 0"1' 10. ot tbe re.pondent., total

earlllnia bave been lea. than Ba. 25,000. ADout2.~ of tbl •.••• pJa

report ttat total eal'll1n&.ba" r&.o&e.between Ba. 10-25,-1

20~ report earninga 111t1» r&D&eR•• 6-10,000 per aD.ll_1 for

about 30~ of tbl respondenta, tbe ea:ra1D&.have bee. lower, 1A

the ranee Ra. 1-6,000, vb1» 7~ of the aaap18 ba. ear.-. le ••

tban Ba. 1,000 1'1'08 palAtinas.

the 't_ou tev' wbo00spr1se about 16~ ot \be :respondenU

ot tbe aune)led Villqe. t 1Ilparticular, JltwarpQ1', Banti and
*&t~

aa.1dpur, bave t. fI·t II. 2s.50,OOO 1a ea1'll1n&8 b-o. pa1nUD.&.,

somet1.-. 1D.as little tl. as 5 ,ears. -'bou' 5. of t1» reapon-

dents, the lead1D&art1st., have earned over Ra. 1 lak!l trom

pa1nt1n&a.

(vll1) p:rn1g&s t19Dl ia1n$i!!&s as proport19D.9f total bouseboJA

.a0o_,' In 4tJ~or tM 1nt8rv1eva ttlt reapondent. report that

toe1:r earn1n&s fro. palDtiD&soonst1tute 30ft or 1esl ot iotal

bOUleboldlnoome.: In the reat ot tbe bouseboldl vOlUncontribute

aore thaa one-tb1rd ot bou.sehold1ncoae. A 11ttltJ oyer 20. ot

the bo••ebold. are those 111vblob vo_n fa l.DOO•• trom ,aint 1a&

aocoW'lts tor halt to tbne-quartlra ot total housebold 11100_,

aad 1D.aD equal pMp"rtJoa ot tbe 8.,18, 'WOs8I1'. moo.e OOOlti-



tute. IIOrethan three-quartel" of bouaebold 1Dao_. In at least

4 ,er _At of tbe bousebolds pa,lAt1D.i18 'the 0011 sour. of

moo•• and WO_A are the soJa • ....,pol'wn.

BaI'A1gj' {ro.· pa1BtY!i' aa el'0lort1oD. of boueeboJ.i.JeM-

Pel'oent8&ecoo,tr1DaUoa
ot inco_ froll palat 18&s
.•..•btWB2 J4.J.Rs_OM__

.e,l1&1ble

upto 20~

21.-30~
31,,-50%

51"75~
76~-99~

100~

11.6

22.1
19.3
21.5
16.6

There are tluctuatjons 1111I1co_ o~el' t1me. EVeIl tbe

better IIDoVA &l't18t. exper»nce yar1atlon8 1n ayeraie aan.l

eazon1D&'.Fol' exaapJet wbereal avera,e earA!Di' tl'OIlpalnt~.

1o.0"8se4 sharpl, 1DJltwar,Q.Z"and .o,t1 1n tbe ,perlod 1908-73,

10.tbe ~ara 1975-77 there bas been a aeo,eral deolme 1J1eaJfa1n6s

t:roll palntlnas.

(n) JB9q- a~ty,.n dUGer.at ye,. BUlerl, both

official aa'DO•• &D4pl'iyat. tracler" ,enerall, pa, cash to the
I

t&ll11,""I' vho .elll tbe palat1D&. Qv .Uyel Ibovl t~t

H tb V."A aa4 _a of the beuI.bold _.. tbe lale. .TIleoash 1-



































the ftstrainedauJtet1ng strategy, the paintings were

displayed as art, but Rot off.%'eQfor sale.

art world, and •• veral art, jcuaulls and othez popular

magazineswith wide clrcu1atlQ\ carried art feature. Oft

l4ithUa paintings. The.e helped to catapult the paintings

into tb. critical flY. of cOftnolsseurs and \1ttole •• 1. art

Ql the strtngthof it. trade network in Europe and

WA, HHECestablished contact with mu•••••• art collect•.• ,

department stOfts. 'lbe adv~e publicity bad al_ady

aroused intenst aDd acceptance'of tbepaint1ngs. IhQi••

sale buyeram Europe, lSA. S••• erica and Africa booked









f.ted oraft re1ntoro.d 1nte1"8atDotbwltb1ll tbe oountrl and

abroad for JUtbl1a pa1nt1n&a. III the f01loW1a&,.ar.

ottwr 1I1th1l&palateI'. ba.•• wOntba award, tn. laat, GaD&&
~~~~

Dev1~ 11119~b •

•
~he .t.ad, build-up of KiUl1la pa1nt1n&. D7HHBC,roved

spectacular11 .uo.aaful. III toe period 19i8-74, .xport.
~pro~; ~ ~ \olo..kh~~ ~

througb BHBC_ou.o.ted to •• ••••••• ~

10.addltlon to palntJais for a&1e, art1ltl also reoelV.d

co_18 a10a. for on-alt. aural pallltl.D&s1n botell, alrports,

ral.wa, .tat1ona 111ae.,eral 1DcU.anoltlea. Govertaent-ov118dbotel.

of the .dla TourlsmDevelop.ent Corporation (I.~.D.C.) aucb as

the Akbar 111lev Delhi and I'ltallputra 111P&tnahave mad. tntea-

a1.,e ue of 1I1tb1l&motU. and pa1l1t1D.ga1Dthe1r 1nterior decor.

Airports end raUwa, .tatjona 1n a•.••ral nortbera olties allo
~.s

bave K1tb1la aurala. Well-Imown4.a1&ner. and decorat ••••••

•• • , r • r 1 ~ _ oel1aboratecl wltb I!DCaDdpJalecl a oruc».l

role 1Jl 1atzroduolD&111tb11a1n the 1nter10ra of .portant ,ub110

buUd1D&' ill auaeroUi cit1el.

1 'there are DO autbeat10 reoor4. of aotual pl'oduotJon or exports
of 1I1tb1la pa1D.t1n&•• ~be AIHi furD.1abe. atat1atlaa of
ban410rafta .xports to tile Duectorate General of CO•• ro1&l
Intell1&enoe and stat1ltlal (])GeIS>, wb.tbIn t'lJ'D.neoN. the -
exports of M1tb1l&pa1nt1Ja&,.UA4era •• tell group (code 896.100
of the ••.•l •• d ID41&!ra4e CJJL•• U1catJoll) wblcb lnclude. "all
p1D.t1n&.,draw1o&seta •• xeout.d bl band". Thls ca-&Orl
inolude•••.•• ral ,.nre. of b&.Dd-P4\.~~~_J.pu:~ tb. )Jatbdwara
pa1D.t1D&of RaJasthan, 'lcbwa1 of 1\iatt;-.u 1 of AIldhra
Prade.h, K1tb1la P&1ntlQiI e to. 1\In. re.p •• t of domeltlc .al •• ,
the A IHBbas DOt•• inta1nee! a reOON of lal •••.•• a tbroQ&b
otf1c1&1 a,.ooi8l; pr1.•ate .ale. ba.•e Daturall, DQtbe.n doau-
_ate ••



































































survivalch"s (SUCh as fetehJag cb:'1nklng •• ter, collectie

of firewood), assurance of sube1.t ••• wage fsoQa aRotbtr

source than painting -- aU the •• inputs wouldcu.at. the

.nvu •.•• nt in which an thrive ••

MCAM,with suppozt frOlllsctualars andknowl.dgeab.u.

persons of off I.cial agencies, is oriented towards providing

some of these needs 1ft a _all way., Some p.nct1cal and low-

cost facilities have beeRpa-oposed by nut.itlOftlat. aftd experts

in rural technology. POJ:' instance, it has _en suggested 'that

solar-heated water could be madeavailable at the village by

tnstalling a simple wat.r reservoD in a certtral location.
and appointing a water carrier wlth a bullock oart to replenish

it. This seemlngly.trivial provision would J:educe the houJ:a

of cook1ng substantially and also 1mpacthealth threugh reduc-

tlen in wateJ:-bOJ:ft.e diseas... The Madbubanl centre of AIHB

(JISEC)could play an effective role in channelling service. of

this nature to the village ••

With "god to marketing, tbe~ ••• s to be a st~

Case for the retum of HHBC,to theexpozt of paint1ngs.-Ita

abzupt and somewhat insensitive withdrawal haa -all but pune-

tuzed the MithUa paintings 'project t. SUppozt by HHSCwould

be critical to establishing MCc;~~·',;:r~l=::~~
strategy c auld be wozked out Dr HHiCexpezt s. re-f ocussing ••

the high artistic aer·it of the MithUa painting s and.winning

acoeptano. for tb.p~t In Jaapoztant art."et. abroad.



•• '•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• a•
•••••••••• ta•••••••••••••••••••••••• _Ii ••••••••,0...... _.OU •• I••••••••••••••••••••••aid•., ••••
• atl~l •. , •••••••. _ ••••••••••••• '1811••_ ••••••••• "*" ••••••••••• tar ••••••••••• , .•••••
••••••_.... It Ie ••••••••••••••••••••••••• __

~ ••••. , ••• 11. ,.....,. •••• IdId •• _ •• n••••••••

•••.,.&1•••• -"IQI "'1M'. •• ••••••••••••••••..•..•....•.,...•.•..•.•.•••.•••..•....•.-.
•••••••• C •••••• all •••••• ., ~ •••• Ie) f•••• ' ••

s.~
"p!lr ••••• ' ••••••1••••••. ..&l ••••••••• ., p,••..a... ••Sa ••••••••• f•••• _ •••••••• 1.S •••

••••••• •• ••••••,•• "I.e ••••'T10"." I••••••••••
••• •••• eo ,... •••• '1... •.••••• •••••••. •..•
•••••••••••• _bad ••••••• ~ •••••••• , •• Io •••••••.,•....•.•..

• ".1 taft " ••••••• •••••••••• •••••••••••••••
eaa ••••• f_ ••••••••••11••••••• 1101' •••• · ••••••

,. _ ••••••••••••• 'LI·I.~ ••••• _ •••••
••••• to •••• c••11•••••••••• _ •.••••••• wUlWlltt·.•....•..•...••••...- .••.••.•.....••..

••• ••••••••• ••••••••_.'u.•••• ""
c.wd Q. fa••• ••• •••••••••••••••••••• 1
••••••• ,. IUS••••••••••••• f. ifill •••••••••••••••••
•• ••• _ •• ~ •• _.... A •••.•••••••••••••. Ie









Another ·~ •• n· s area' 1Iltl1Gb require. intewentlC11\

urgently 1. the question of providing lnc-. to tbe wemen

artist. \1bobave not been c~.rcia11y successful. As stated

earlier, their feeliftg Of rejection has b.hd bltte:s:n •• s and

a los. of self-cCI1fidence. Rehabilitating the.e utlsts)A

a mannerthat they tGO eun a steady inc_. whether threugb

.painting or other foa of .e1f-8IIIP1oyment 02r wage_woa. algh1=

be considered a p~1mUJ goal ef develOpmentagencies in tne
area. lbe proposals of the t•• Ofseholar-activist. for Cr ••

ting emplo,ment in agJ:'lculture and non-agJi"1culturu occupations
might be ccnsldered as CRe of tb. soluticxas. Qrgani.ers would

have to ensure that these fo1'Jlls Of employment too are associated

with dignity and respect, in the samemanneras Mithila folk

paintings. sO that the disappointment at not having madethe

grade as an artist does not taint their lives.

Inducticm of a female staff member at the AIRS centre

in Maclhubani (USEO) i. liltely to supp ort the rehabilitation

programme for the pa1ntJng drap-outs. A w__ .taffer would

be suited to the task of obtaining data frCllr ~ xeguding

. their skUls, mobility. time availability, wageeJq)ectati.eto.

'lhkhwould be neo•• aur in fozmulat1ng an -.pl •• nt chedule.

Orientation traiDing or upgrading of skills are also likely to

be absomed moze fUlly with a female .aff who cQJ1d act vuious!1

as instauctor, lnt.Dl8d1azy betweeathe.OIIl_ and the mal.

1nstzueteZ's, $Upervi •• etc.



lbe requhements of destitute women- wldOW., abandCll'led

wives, div.-cees - wouldhave to _gage the attentlon of deve-

loping agencies a. a special sub-set of the I.ale labour foxe

in the vUlage. lbe.e worneare .Qte supponer. of their house-

holds. and someof th. derive a large preporticn of their annual

incQnefrom painting_ fluctuations in e.:mings frem pain'tings

toss their bouseholds to the brink of starvation. Avicious

·ci.rc18 of poverty is triggered off .en gnawingbunger clouds

artistic inspiratian and prevents the. frQll buying paper and

paint. M intensive programme••••• to be requlJ:ed to atabilise

their eam1l}gs. and this could pamaps can.titute a priority

element of the general employmentprogramme·diseu••ed above.

WOmenartists of scheduled Caste househe1dscQDD1neagri-

cultural labour with painting. lbey generally paint in the

afte1'l'l00ft,after ztttum1ftgfrem the field.. lbey maybe absent

. frQll the Village vileR buyen or officials visit, and therefore

tend to miss the opportunity to display their work and to ftc.ive

cOBftentsor auket feed-back. All atteapt Blightbe madeby

official agencies to zeach the •• artists specially in the ev_ings,

as alsO to encouragevisitors to a.e their buying trips in the

afte1'l'loan. Alte",atlvely. finished paintings of SCheduledCaste

artists could be stocked with the MSECin Madhubaniand shOlft to

the visitors on behalf of the artists.

In _. women'svulnerability as anlsts ·and as ••• in

the patrlaJ.'Chal sOCiety need. to be _e.eme. Lmg-texm•••• ures

to stabili •• inca.e and status are required so that the1%'g1ft



























lDoo_ f •• IIaII8.. .r_~.tor V.e ••• U »4 ., ooapl.'e1,

&.adtbe, le., 'be 11'tle 1aadtbe, .UU po...... vileabel'

tatbar-iIl-1.aw •• de 4bue ••••. la. ,. raiM ••• , 1'01' •••• .." ••

•.• D.y1 &ado\ber v_a oould •• , .0Dv.uta. to ,. taa.u,

1n... .l.aoe Va.1'». torD1d•• bapt,. w•• a tlO. va,e 0.,10,-
• at, •••• flOa belp 10& OIl the teall, XU'lh ,.... (vb_b

.•.• \be .••ru.alar tor •• , 't •• atte.'SQ.-te pet._ la,wblob

.a. we. lIDo"'" 1D a.r tlareDt..· beNd) the bornr •• ooapouct.4

vbe. bel' ,ear-01cl ca••• b'ter we_ b~,.

Wheo. HI:LIC 1.-abe4 it. dJto\l6bt rol.a.t pro".o' ••• Qt"l

41.p1a~cl a "re ate_loat..». to a".U ol , ••• ,.,8r\lUll'1 W

eara. 1111' •• boo1 .4 •• '»0. (•••• la •• 4). aD4 'tbe QaU-

lIIIo"le4je of _ •• 1' U&aaaitteel '0 bel" D, Del" ,.,.»., fa 'hal"

•••• bel' pailat1D&' 4Utere.' to tbe work of ••• t o'bllr.. &be

va. d 111&e.t. _4 per.ey.r iD& •• bad &a •• " ae.. ot ton

"blob •• bad SDberlt.e4 t•• "I' tather I._t.ber, •••••• ,llene.

pa JIl'e,. of bel' y1Ua••e •

••••• 1' Iulll.aral, HUe 1»14 ottMer, r.eo_18e •••
De ••1'• .POteDt.~l, •• ca •• 1& bel' bU&aaA4, lDstl'aote4 her 1D. .e

tIMr d.tal" of paia'.lD&. Al'bouah.be aad ••••••. 1' dJd DO'

00_1•.,. 4iftot.1I. a ~l.t.e _".rt. •• 1.peel ., __ t.••••

IA u. u. taall, a11o".4 a... ,.•., bar ,"ell a. bel'

aI" talr!.,.4 •••. 4keot.Joa tna bia, A' .,180 I.- well•••••• r.
11111 KJt. U•• abaatall, o.c.a.1oer ., ,. aib ••• Ii•• -.111oale
1Dcla.t.l'le. ..p....•... ,.



Witb aa a"I'&,. iDOOM01 •• lOO •• ~ _tb tna toe

.ale ot palat1D&" ••• De~l •••_ ,be ''-''1'' ••••.•-v ••• r

of tbe t-11I. 8eAa1rl& the ,.al_ y&1•••••••• It, bel'

pa lDtJaa" .ha iaG'ea.e4 bel'.'1'''' bJ u&llt& .1' tau... to

help bel' vltal the oolAMlrJla&. lbe 1&'.~tVbo va•••• ,.4 t.

oall .bort .,.lla ••• q tna '-I' o. -JeJ-.t.- '-.1'~1oeof·

olieat.) 01' la oGltlY."1a&UIe •• U ,ato .f ~a.e4-iAlaM,.
took •• tbt ~o. wlU. e.tbui&_. A paiAtia& wbiob .a.-liel' wok
Ia. l)I~1 5•• dal' to ooa~te, va. AOW _lIilletecl- .IA 2 .,. tal

thelJt ~o1Dte1tOI'\. .lMt.De "_ ••• tbI 1.acl.1" 0" 'triM \e-, .-

artlat whO _ ••~led \be &eN ot 1I1tbUaar' • bll' ,., •••

With a. iDe"•.••• t.be popGlaJtl" of .1' palDu....., .••.•
DlYI to" It •••• U', to dille,•• bO\1Mho14 "o~k to o~r. '0

tbat .be va. allo"e. tbe ax••• tiM to pa.t.a,. libe bi.d •.

"lda.r~_t to ••• 18"-1&b_bolel •••••• ' •• 'iDa, ".'01111,

.cetoblDa water'" f •• l. tbe _14, Vbo .,m. "••.• tor bel' ia

paid eo ,as- per _ath io oaab aad 'oM t•• 'l'alDa, aM

••_.10-111 .he 11,1". 0.14 olot.... •• taau, .cl JIg ' ••• cU.-

tioa ot hired do•• tio balp &ad "M App.la_. ot 1M •• lel va.

a ••••••• ~iauoallI 8014.te, DJIau 1».1. IIIlp viVa boue
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