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Sugandhti behn raised the issue ofAshe also mentioned

casterism in use of wells and water - sources provided under

Kunjumal bhai said that in the hills, harijans are

materially well off, but remain segregated. This is accepted

tacitly even by official agencies. In other environments and

in the cities, the differences are not kept up but the same
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surroundings - between now and 30 years back - to see what changes
independance and developmental efforts had brought about.

Mr. Venu Palsikar suggested that as a token gesture. wQmen
coulq carry out a one-day bucket-down strike - i.e, refuse to
carry water. These men would have- to do it and would realise the
problems, hardships faced by women in their respective villages.

and we have to try hard, pull ourselves up by the bootstraps to
get out of this situation.

Referring to the previous session- on stree shakri Jaqaran,
she noted that two main points emerged: (i) the instinctive germi-
nation of techniques for working with women (ii) onee moved,-















harijams. But they maintained their stand and ultimately the
villagers' came around.

They were of" the view that any term which devoted caste,
should be dropped from people's names. Uttara behn felt that

issue of harijans whenever confronted with it. For e.g. in the
balwadi programme, they are trying to help the harijan children
to integrate with children from other communities - but gently

once a year - on occasions like the festival of Holi. At such
functions everyone mingled. and inter.-acted freely. SOme indi-
viduals resisted, but the effort was to persuade them gently,
wi thout aggression. He feltit is best to have a positive a.pproach
to the harijan issue but generally it does not help to move quickly
and ruffle up (raise the backles,> other communities.



Radha Bhatt said that everyone could keep Ua mind this
approach to the harijanissue - if they were not working specifi-

,
cally for harij ans,. Devaki Jain and Veml Palsikarsaitl that
Shri Kunjmal's example of community meals etc. could be taken up

that all the Gandhian organisations or those present. were
working for this grotlp anyway. Each cne was doing it in their

Shri Kunjmal suggested that of appropriate technology
devices ten-day demcnstration camps could be held when door to
door approaches would be made, people could communicate their re-
quirements for latrines. chu1ahs etc. These moves should be fol1e-
wed up and the first projects should be successful, otherwise people
lose interest and ~aith.



•.
available. this knowledge could be shared by those who had it.

She gave the example of the project designed for trying out
.

smokeless chulahs for Shri Chandi Prasad Bhatt's organisation.

this progrcmme. Devaki Jain sugqested the pcssfbilities of linking

up toil~s with gas plants to get energy and fertiliser as well.

Appropriate technolog~: Kamala Lele commented that lot of research

and experimentation was going on at centre for Science for villages

queries. Radha Bhatt said that appropriate technologjes to lessen

the strain and drudgery of women and to save energy and time, were

spinning of wool. She said attempts had already been made not

to have the hand - spun industry delice.sed - to avoid displace-

ment of women workers. She asked if others would join in a compaign
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