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~a~j1 cons1stentwith his principles asked
~uyaben to W1thdraw her services as Pre~ident
pl'$he Un1~nand retUrn the books of the Union
to t!le workers, Later the workers relented and
~ccefted Gandhijifs advice and withdrew the

j ~'t:'1ke~

That "jearthe workers of Ahmedabad .contributed
Rs.'4JJ,OOO/- to the "rilak 'SvlarajFund'. Under
I •

t~ advice of Manatmaji, the Millowners Association
~eQ1ded to give Rs, 10,000/- every year'for conduct-
~Pie~~catiQnal activitIes under the auspices of

.. ~~oor .Mahajan (T.LA). .

In.'9~', the Ahmedabad 11illownersmade a wage
,redYct~on of 20 per cent unilaterally refusing

arq~trat1Qn in the matter, The Majoor Mahajan
,ha~ d~Dlandec1a mj.n1mUDl \vagewith a sliding scale.
AI the demand was rejected, there was a strike
wb.1ch lasted ~or 65 days from 1.4.1923 to 4.6.1923•

. J\ u.n1q1,le festure of this strike was thatin
. ra~CQrdanqe w~th the prillciples of Gandhiji, the

,workers were encouraged to take up alte.,p:tive
WOJ:~ at Gandhij1's Ashram at Sabarmati,/provided
rel~efwork to the mill employees. While prOViding

'1'1i.' .,;wo~k~.aandh1j1 took care to see that payments were
11j':Pfoperly made, work extracted and proper records'~r'hi~~,nta~neo..~
j:";' .









~~~~'~~
<', ,1.k11t~i~l. in

#;,¥;~~~~iji:1.it,y.Pt civic in
,~I:,·!!jt~~~~~,,:',q~~4al2t3,~nce of :~t iystem of

;t~4~:i>gttn!1ruri4 worlte;ra" Whether it
P.!,rt;1~r·,$~ct4er~~set o~e~ Py <their. families,

i:il';\?[A;~~. or the terms' ot contract under which
,prQ~~'ri MQ, S1at.el'$. were hired - there was no

,J~:' w~~h,'they \'l@'l'fi' protected fl'0fIl asaaUl·t. injury
.. ;,~~bl'~e pQwerstroclture in the l'u.r~l areas.
:<~:~~~\.\i~o'n'.patween-lapdlords I tr~d~r~ local· .
@{~.tRe ;pol;S.ce.·
li',ti::,:,d:,·"" :. .

,,;.~:.. ~~~ ~x;pcer1enced't.he ad:vantage of union member··
~:~<."!~~'Q;1'b1t, .especially the advantage at 4sing tl1e .1Z1\i
~,I,.J"·;-~VO,Y;r',they not only bro4ght up these issues in

: ,I ~ ~$ '!,;".. ." ,"' - - - __ _ "~+'.'IR~ffli~p&S.t·the variou.s levels of the union but also
.'.,.1'".\ .'.tr~~e1'1enQeas Union members to their kin in
f~4t~reM.>j Whi$ is what made the conneotion in Bhay~:1
.i·.·••;~·.·r~~;l.Q·ta1~.· .

J h;:';t'j~~,<..:J;,''., ?-' ':,,7":' - >

" ". >',<!

·H·' " Wh~nthe ~Ql'econl3c1ous among the \'Jol'ke1'S brougl1t
. \

~~~,@,~,~9~Jii'to ·tpe J19t1q~ oX the off;ice-bearers of the, ',.. . . ...' . '. .' . ,1 \ :"~Q~~f;ll*~n,~tWf;ls .+e:l,ttba t .l30mearr'i3,ngementl?hould be/\.tu
.'~;~~rh' &r"'eV~noe~~~~<i.trY to redress them.

~--~i\~,~L;-:-:_;:;~-:~.' - ,: .'

} . . *·",'I'.[.,A ~et ,up a RUriill Relief Cell in 1950 in res!Jonse
p'i"tb.·"'trnanq .ot these text~le mill workers. for attending..•.... ',' \. "

q9Jn?~~nt~ ~about req,u1rement of a 1.':el~for drin1(ing "JatL~l'l

~~~F(:u~~es.~j of land by ::.lomestrong~headed persons 01'

.~;Y"~.@f~.c;l~II+bnd o!,lfl.nP, from the village Panchayat Ior

LaboLtI'Association - <Ii

rural development - Textfle Lcl,l;
•.. 1978 r'a·. 2-













~Fi~n~~~ti2ra,l. 'struc ture

I:ne Union has ,?ne President. 2Nic~-;presidentD.
a general S~o~~tary, 3 Secretaries and a Tr~~eurer, all of~ ,. . . .. . .
whic,Q are'slE3cted posts filled at ~heAnnua::LGeneral meetJnb.
'!be at;f.'a,1r~ Of the Union .are handled 'bYa ~na~ing. Cornmit'l eo
o:o~igt1'PB ot th~ office 'bearers and 8 other members. also
e+ect~4a,t tbe General Meeting,

The office 'bearers are presently working in an
. llonora:ry capac1ty. The.l?resident. and General Secretary \V110

':~Q:rk tu;J.1-time on ALAt •ma«e-dot with the salaries they
:r~ce.i.v.trom 'I'LA in their capa.city as office bearers of the
·.pr'sentUnion, They operate from their TLAdesks in the 'I'LA
bu.1lg,~ io- Bhadra. Ahmedabad.

Clusters of districts in the state have been
'groupe.d into four regions by ALAfor operational purposes
and ~n each region a prominen"btrade union worker or social
work~r has been appointed as an Organising Secretary of' tho
t1n1Q:n~ . The four regional ~rganisers are located in l--et1c,ct
(OUjarat), Baroda :(S. Gujarat), Rajkot (W, GUjarat) and
Mehsana.(N. Gu.jarat). Each of them works in associatio!l"il:l~
d,tstr1ct level organiserst The reprcse'ntative for S. Guj. i. t
OQver~P.gthe l.rrigation .intensive districts of Baroach, Bul,i."

a:p.d.Surat, is a wfiilll-knownsocial worker from Bardoli who It,,:

olose links with another orgariisation of ag,ricul tural \'JOrluI';;
- the Halpat1. Seva Sangth These organisers also work in cd}

honorary capacity, and are only allowed lluminal expenLlES.
Regional branches are authorised to ,3!Jl,' t 80 per cent of
sl.lDscrJrpt!on funds on their own and COl. ll'ibute 20 per cen t L,
.,'the central ALAoffice in Ahmedabad.
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