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particular programme belonged to households with annual incomes exceeding
Rs.5,OOO/-. They also were, generally farming househol-dsowning livestock.
It was frequently the case that though land was. held under different names,, .
they were cultivated together for economic or family reasons. All of these

contributed to the higher income level of such households, and in consequence,
" -

they may not have been in any great need of supplementary income, and
•hence not interested in some of the programmes.

4.33 But several respondents who had stated that theft were not interested in
utilising the schemes were in reality not aware of the schemes, or of the
precise. benefits that could be derived from them. Some potential beneficia-

ries were not interested oecause they found some aspect of the scheme
unacceptable - for instance, the need to co-mingle with scheduled castes,
or stay .away from home too long, or pay a bribe or high rate of interest
etc. In other words, the lack of interest did not always mean th~~ economi-
cally, the household wa& so well-off that it did not really need any assistance.

Quite frequently, it was a cost-benefit kind of judgement - saying that
they were not interested because one or another, utilising the scheme imposed

a cost which they were not willing to bear. Some of these considerations,

rather than high income level, governed the not interested ' responses both
"

in Gulbarga and Udupi.

4.34 A more frequent reason given for non utilis§ltion by the househol ds was
that they were not aware of the schemes, or that the schemes were no.t
available, in the villages. This was the case in both Udupi and Gulbarga
blocks, despite the differences between them in regard to educational levels
and transport facilities.

4.35 This lack of awareness derived from several factors. Given the low level

of literacy among the poor"er households, information about the ~hemes
and their benefits has to be conveyed to the prospective beneficiaries orally
rather than through leaflets or newspapers announcements or proclamation
throughout the village, house to house visits by the concerned functionaries,
dissemination through group meetings at schools, panchyat halls or other

public places are some of traditional methods of communicating information
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