
.ILDREN IN RURAL AREAS, DWCRA
Preparation of a Plan with

Focus on Women

BRANCH OFFICE:
"THARANGA', 10th Cross
Rajmahal Vilas Extension

BANGALORE-560080

INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL STUDIES TRUST' ('
I

5, Deendayal Upadhyaya Marg
re Crafts Building
- 110002



DEVELOPHENT OF WOMEN AND
CHILDRE2'JIN RURAL AREAS, DWCRA,

Preparation of a Plan with
Focus on Women

~~STITUTE OF SOCIAL STUDIES TRUST
\ IlTHARANGAIl 10th Cross
Rajmahal Vilas Extension

BANGALORE - 560 081





The Institute of Social Studies Trust would like to,
record its thanks to various organisations and
different individuals in Chickmagalur District. In
particular, we would like to thank Srimati Shanta
Kumari Devaraj, I.A.S., Mr. Janaki Ram, Special
District Commissioner, Mr. Padmanabaiah, Assistant
Project Officer, Mr. Parthasarthy, De~uty Commissioner,
Mr. Matavavar, District Development Assistant, Mr.
Jabbar and Mr. Narayanswami, the Block Development
Officers, Mr. Manjunath, Special District Commissioner,
Mr. Ejaz Ahmed Social Education Officer, Srimati
Shivamma, Mukhyasevika and Srimati Jayalakshmi,
Gramasevika. We would also kike to thank local
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"from the data on the sample households in'rnaidan and malnad
areas (Table-4), itts apparent: that more malnad households
are in the higher ,inc'omecategories than Itlaidanhouseholds.

Approximately 33%0£ ,the,total maidan'households' are in the
:j.ncom~g~oup ofRs~1000/- to Rs.30QO/- per annum, in sharp
contrast to Qoly;J,O% in this .income grOup' in the me-lriad

. ~. .

hc;>useholds. The:?;,show a concentration in, the ~l 30b1/~ -
90.00/- incom~ c:qtegories,' which is n.early '7q%bf 'the total,

,r:nelnadhouseholds in the sample. This is because the coffee
pla.ntations in the malnadarea provide regular, year ~'long
emPloyment !lith higher wages.

TABLE : 4
DISTRIBUTION' OF HOUS:EHOLDS - BY ANNUAL

INc;oME OF THE HOUSEHOLD

,~. BLOCJ<:CHICKMAGALUR

, ','Anrrual'; Income-df:
'. ,the category

Number of
Households

HOUSEHOLDS
MaidanMalriad
Villages 'Villages-_•.~;*';";~-----~.,;.--";..------:--- -----..- ----:-------- --- ~-----~~--.,.-----,...-

l'
upto Rs.2,OOO/-

2
Rs.2QOO/- to ~.3000/-

3
i Rs.300~/';'to Rs.4000/-

4 '
.Rs.4001/- to ,Rs.5000/-

. 5";,,Rs,5~O'aJ/-to Rs.6C)'OO/-'
6. .

Rs.~6.o.01/'"t.qRs!7000/-
7, .

Rs.7001-to Rs.9000/-
8. "

"RsI'9.QQ1;/-to Rs.l0000/.,..

9
- Rs.l0~OOl/-'ahd above

Not'e:Figtir~s in brackets i,nd.icat~, the ~eic~ntageof house-
holds to the 'total'households in each category.



In the malnad are ~here an~ 49%, of the ,total num}:)erof, l:louse-
holds in the landless catego~y (both with and without an~mals)
as compared to only 27% of the households ,in the maidan area.
However;, the percentage of marginal farm~rs with and without
animals is the same in both the areas, which is 42%. This is

a significant development as it reflectsthie general land-
holding pattern in the bloCk where most holdings are of a •
,hectare each (Re): Table 5).; In the malnad area the signi-
f,i.:::antlyhigh percentage of landless housetlOlds is' due, to the

, ' , . i
bias in the sample wherein plantation labourers were included
who. owned no land, living as they were in quarters provided
on the estates, and working, on other's land. on the other
hand, the maidan arE:E.has about 27% of the sample house.holds,
as small farmers (owing land between 2.5 to 5 acres ea.~).

TABLE - 5
DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOJJDS - BY ASSET CATEGORY

BLOCK : CHICKMAGALUR

Number of
Households

HOUSEHOLDS
Maidan- Matnad

59 (18.97%) 39(37.86%)

2S (8.03%)' 11(10.67%)

49 (15.75%) .16(:+-5.53%)

17 (5.46%) 2( 1.9 4%)
69 (22.20%)', 6(5.82%)

1 (0.34%) 1 (1%)

4 (1.28%) Nil

1
Landless without animals

2
Landless with animals

3
Marginal Farmer wi thout

animals
4

Marginal Farmers with
animals

98 (23.67%)

36 (8.69%)

65 (15.70%)

Total 414 (100%) 311 (100%)
Note: Marginal Farmer : Upto 2.50 acres

?mall Farmer :'2.51 to t.5.';' acres
Big Farmer . :: 5.00 to ·25'~0;acres

"Piguresin brac:ketsiridicat:e the pe.r;c~ntage:ofho~s~h~lds
to 'the t():ta1 households 1 lne;ea~l1"cft.:t:egoty.'

5
Smail Farmers without animals19(4.58%)

6
Small Farmers with animals 75 (18.11%)

7
Big Farmers without animals 02 (0.48%)

8
Big farmers w.th animals C4 (1%)



" : 10 :
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'Fheoccupat:ional patt:er:n, in'the sampl€ shows.that· the
acti v,iti,es,' a~e ;mainly a:·gro-~~$~d. This' £s not an< unusual
pattern fas :Chic'kmagalur tal~k is predomitFwtIY;,r\1ralwith

c .J?(;;arly73.38% of thepopulatibn living 'in the rural areas.
I,.; '.. '....J .J.'

Table 6 shows that the... ' - :-~ ,. .

grO'\lp 14' -59 .years is
~ip th~ maidan villages

.
predominant occupation "-for ..t:he' age
cultiva1;iori 'arid agri6U1.ttital'·i~Our
and plantation labour ~n themalnad

, ". 'I

"The date on,t-he' sample alsoref·lects the fact ,:that women
are 'a~'tively engaged in work outside the hon\~"especially"
agricultural work, and not confined to household work•. The
large number of individuals in the 'no work' category are>

if
from the 0-14 years age group, whqgo tb sc~6~1 or stay at
h6~~.~~~q~n9 th~ir younger sibilings.





Furt.."1ennore,the data from the ,csurVey il'ldicates a pigher, number of
female agricultural cultivatcrs;~pap agricultural labourers in the
maidan areas (See ;Table - 7 ) . "

tABLE :,7

DISTRiBUTION OF'POPULATION ..I. BY MAIN OCCUPATION
(MAIDAN" ~LIiAD, TOTAL)'·

, .
"'Dii.'t.ribution MAIDAN VILLAGES , :..,•.. MALNAr> VILLAGES TOTALby 11Flin ~

'"0 ,

TOtal Maleoccupation Male Female Total Male female Ferna-Total
Ie

None 155 223 378 67 78 145 222 301 523
Household
work 116 116 1 38 , 39 1 154 155
StudentS 186 163 349 51 31 S?, 237 194 431 ••
cultivators 274 225 499 28 25 53; 302 250 552

i : '.(5 t-.F a.p:ners' 5 4 9 1 1,' 4 10
.'j

Ag. LFlbourer 138 157 2.95 10 9 19 , 148 166 314,
.i-\

'-~Pl. Labourer 34 33 67 110 97 207 144 '13u 274 .•.

* Others 83 83 ';.7** 8 35 110 ':8 118

Total ,875 921 1796 295 286 581 11701207 2377 ...

,** O-the'roccupations': 03, 04, 09, 10, 15, 22, 30, 40, 35
include 59, 60 l' 67, 69, 79 & 81 ..

Refer to NSS occupation code list given
in ll.ppendix.
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to Gnsure continuous availability of .a trained. worker

7. The proposed arrangement will also ·make sure that
iI

the 'Gram Sevika' is accountable to the participating women.

In the present scheme the accountability of the officially

appointed Gram Sevikas is to the APO at the district level.
~

Lack of accountability to the participating women can lead
I.to delays, distortions and unhealthy practices _ considering

that most of the participating women who are to be drawn from

the poorest households are likely to be illiterate dnd poor

in management of economic activity on a group basis.

Next, technical support for DWCRA has been left to

be provided by the various sectoral departmen'ts at the,

district level. Whether the diversified technical skills

required for servicing 30 Odd.occupational groups in

a block will be available with the sectoral departments

is a m.ater of some doubts. And even where sui table te-

chnical expertise may be available with the sectoral

department it is not certain how much of its availability

can be ensured for the support of the vromen's enterprises.

It is plain that if the women's endeavours are to succeed

the availability of technical expertise cannot be left to



chance •. There is no provision, however, in the scheme

presently for allowing a certa~n percentage of the DWCRA

allocation to be used for engaging technical consultants

9. Greatest caution is..re,quired in ensuring that the

income generating activities suggested and supported are

heavily oriented towards meeting local demand. Any excessiv~
~and unthinking dependence on markets other than local is

bound to present serious impediments, whi~h cannot be

so as to enable ·them to' (i) improve their earnings and

(ii) expand production/services to the maximum to enable

larger absorption of female labour. Existing .activities

~
10. There is also need to remind ourselves that village



in the rural areas and it is necessary to study them and
Use them Consciously for (i) deepening the lOCal market
and (ii) identifying products which are currently coming1 .,', •

in the area from outside and where viable indigenous
production can be un?ertaken in sUbstitution.

11. ~t the financial level, the scheme has provided for
", .seed money at an average rate of Rs 100 for each participating

women member of a group or ~.10,000 spread over 100 members~

-per group. This is ·too petty a sum to enible a group of 100
workers to raise adequate working capital f~om the ba6ks.
(Let us remember that all public sector enterprises of

various descriptions are adhering to or aiming at an
equity debt ratio Cf 1.lL In this instance, seed money
of Rs 100 is a Substitute for equity. Under-develo]liTlent
cannot be removed by under--financing. Thus, either the
strength·of a group will fail to achieve the expected
level o£ 100 women Or if 100 women or a number close to
that shOUld Come forward to join a group its econOmic
activity will fail to generate any WOrthwhile additional

12. It was also noticed that though the sum of Rs. 10,000
per group is described as "revOlving fund", the scheme
also permits Some recurring expenditure on salary etc.
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